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The Beatitudes, Matthew 5:1-12a 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. 
He began to teach them, saying, blessed are… 

… the poor in spirit,         for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
… they who mourn,         for they will be comforted. 
… the meek,                       for they will inherit the land. 
… they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,                  for they will be satisfied. 
… the merciful,                       for they will be shown mercy. 
… the clean of heart,         for they will see God. 
… the peacemakers,         for they will be called children of God. 
… they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
… you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because 
     of me. Rejoice and be glad,        for your reward will be great in heaven. 

 
 
This sermon on the mountain is similar to Luke’s sermon on the plain.  This event is reminiscent when Moses 
laid down the Ten Commandments which lists the mortal sins that severs our relationship with God. Jesus 
signals a new authority as He ascended to the mountain and “sat down”.  Jesus+ is the new Moses, not laying 
down new laws but offering a set of new realities based on faith, hope, and charity that will be fully realized 
upon His death on the cross and resurrection from the dead. This new “blessedness” or happiness is not as the 
world gives but as the humble condition in the Kingdom of God or our being in Christ Jesus+. If you think about 
it, this is not promising to those who calls themselves disciples of Jesus+. Jesus+ never promised a gospel of 
prosperity or being free from difficulties and hardships; on the contrary, Jesus+ is actually telling us like it is 
and preparing us that hurts, pains, and sufferings in this world is almost a requirement to shed off our worldly 
tendencies, the craving of the flesh.  It is the same as He said it in Matthew 19:24, 

Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.    

And sums it up in verse 30, the last verse, 

But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 

In the discourse in Matthew 19, the disciples close to Jesus+ ask what all of us should be asking too, “Who then 
can be saved?” The response of Jesus is very clear, “For human beings this is impossible, but for God all things 
are possible.”  In short, we don’t have the answer but God does; He wants us to trust Him in everything. The 
beatitudes can become a reality but only if we allow Jesus+ to have His way with us. Herein is the challenge, to 
let go and let God or as Paul McCartney once told us, “… speaking words of wisdom, let it be.”  
  
  


